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Dear readers, 

October is here already. Whoosh! The year is flying by

much like our young Bookosmian journalists and

podcasters who have made us proud with the live

events they have been part of - asking questions to

accomplished personalities, running their own podcasts

to filing in reports, we are in awe of their clarity and

drive. This issue will catch you up with all their

wonderful work. More joy comes to us from our young

contributors who love Durga Maa  and show their love

for her through their writing and art. Sports fans, don’t 

 miss the cover story on Smriti Mandhana. We also have

a special activity to help you warm up to T20 world cup

and those not interested in sports can try out the cool

weekend prompts to keep your creative juices flowing.

Lots packed in- fun and engaging- just the secret sauce

we love. Hope you like it too!  

Happy reading!  

Editor’s
note

BY ARCHANA MOHAN

Inside pages

Why a youngster thinks online
hobby classes don’t work

If Maa Durga comes to
earth, what will she say?

T20 World cup is here!

A page with prompts to reflect
during the weekends 

Remembering Bapu



This month, history was made on the cricket

field. Are you wondering which cricketer

achieved it ? It was by none other than the

shining star of womens cricket -Smriti

Mandhana. She became the first Indian woman

to score a century in a day-night test and she

did this against the mighty Australian team!

Who is Smriti and what does this feat mean?

Read on to find out.

Smriti Shriniwas Mandhana was born on July 18,

1996, to Smita and Shriniwas Mandhana. She is

an Indian Cricketer who plays for the Women's

National Team. Ever since she was little, Smriti

had shown a talent for cricket, after watching

her brother- Sharavan Mandhana- play. Can

you believe that she was selected for

Maharashtra's under 15s team when she was

only 9? 

Smriti
Mandhana-
The
cricketer
everyone
must know
about 

BY ARSHETA KUMAR, 13 FROM
CHENNAI

Cover Story 



What are your thoughts
after reading this piece? 

Who is your favourite
sports personality and
why? 

 Send us your thoughts at
- sara@bookosmia.com
and get a global audience
for your ideas! 

When she was 11, she was
again picked for
Maharashtra's under 19s
team. Smriti's test debut was
in August (2014) against
England at Wormsley Park.
On June 18, BCCI (Board of
Cricket Control in India)
nominated her as the Best
Women's International
Cricketer. 

Just a year later, Smriti was
awarded the Rachael
Heyhoe Flint Award for Best
Female Cricketer of the
Year. If that wasn't enough
to prove her passion for
cricket, she was also the
first Indian woman to score
a century on Australian soil. 

As a rising women cricket
player, she has had some
troubles in the past about
being taken seriously.

Arsheta is a Bookosmian
journalist  

Smriti Mandhana once
said...

"I no longer see myself as
a woman cricketer but
simply as a cricketer.
Why should there be
labels when none are
required?" 

This shows that female
players- young or old-
need to be valued just as
much as male players. 

Another lesson that Smriti
taught us is that everyone
is free to be what they
want to be!

Quite a lot of sports are
classified as 'for boys', like
cricket, rugby, and
hockey. Smriti Mandhana
has taught us that
women's sports teams are
just as important as men's
sports teams- 

That we can accomplish
anything, no matter the
gender, if we put our minds
to it.

She strives to win for her
country and justify cricket
for both genders alike. Her
support for young cricketers
is forever lasting. Hard-
working and determined,
Smriti Mandhana is someone
we can all look up to!



When I saw the cover page I felt like going to

read a story of a cute little owl.

I got this book from school. The main character

of the story is a Barn owl.

It is a cute and beautiful owl but is afraid of the

dark.

I found that very interesting. Owls love the

dark, don’t they? That’s when they like to come

out and play. So why was this owl afraid of the

dark?

Yes, even
owls can
be afraid
of the dark 

BY AARADHYA S NAIR, 10
FROM CHENNAI

Book Buzz 



I was impressed with the writing and

illustrations of the story. It was easy to

understand.

The book is divided into chapters and each

chapter helps the owl understand that darkness

is nothing to be afraid of.

My favourite part of the story was the way in

which the Barn owl overcomes his fear of

darkness.

I used to be afraid of dogs and after reading

this story I have understood that if we have a

fear of something we have to overcome that.

 

This book can be a great recommendation

for 6+ who are afraid of something. We all

are, aren't we?

Aaradhya is a Bookosmian book

reviewer

Have you read this book? Or did you
recently read a book you loved? Go
on, and shoot in your book review to

sara@bookosmia.com 

Star rating



As schools slowly limp back to normalcy

 post covid, it is worth reviewing the

innovations that came in during the

pandemic. One such fascinating trend was

‘learning skills’ online. I am not speaking

about online school but about the many

classes that offered to teach surprising

subjects like karate, musical instruments,

even a field sport like cricket online! 

According to me,  learning the above  skills

is possible if there is a good network

connection and the camera is placed

properly. However not all children are

equipped with such good facility and with

even one required element missing, the

class is totally useless. 

Although some schools have started these

activities, and some children do learn from

these classes, it is not as effective as

offline classes. 

Online karate and cricket
lessons? I don’t think so 

By Tanush Saraf, 11 from Kolkata 

Opinion piece 



It is not possible to keep a check on every child

on apps like Zoom, Google Meet, etc and thus

many children don’t benefit from these classes.

I myself have seen how PT classes are taken in

my school in grade 5. Hardly 7-8 boys can be

monitored on the screen out of 45 children and

most of them keep their video off. There is no

way to keep a track that the child is even

attending the meeting. 

There is a total confusion in the class if the

microphones are unmuted and students are

always joining and getting disconnected

throughout the period. Sometimes the teacher

himself can’t adjust the camera and we are

made to play games on paper. 

However, one common problem that everyone

says to this is that they don’t have a choice.

During the pandemic, people can’t afford to

attend offline classes. Children can’t simply sit

idle and need a fixed routine of sports to keep

them healthy. 

Also, people who are good at instruments

and other curricular activities need proper

training to move ahead and improve in that

field. Many experts have studied these

problems in detail but have not yet found a

solution that can be applicable for all. 

Right now, online classes are the only way of

meeting each other. Doctors say that

pandemic won’t last long and soon the crisis

will get over. Thus, these classes won’t be

there forever and are just there till the

pandemic is on.

So I hope this pandemic gets over soon and

we can meet our friends physically. I simply

can’t wait to visit school again!

 

Tanush is a Bookosmian journalist

Do you agree?

Writing prompt : 
The one skill we can learn online is…



Only a true gamer would
understand the 

importance of side buttons 

Flash point

Photo by Utsang Sinha, 14 from Mumbai

Utsang is a Bookosmian

photographer  



WHY COOMI
KAPOOR
WROTE
ABOUT
PARSIS

A  n e w s  r e p o r t  p o s t  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  C o o m i  
 K a p o o r ,   a u t h o r  o f  ‘ T h e  T a t a s ,  F r e d d i e  M e r c u r y  &  O t h e r

B a w a s :  A n  I n t i m a t e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P a r s i s ‘  o n  B a k s t a g e

On 30th September 2021, Mugdha

Kalra, a journalist who has over two

decades of experience in broadcast

journalism and Coomi Kapoor, a

journalist and author had a conversation

on Bakstage, a live podcast app. 

 

They talked about Coomi’s book ‘The

Tatas, Freddie Mercury & Other Bawas:

An Intimate History of the Parsis’. 

Event report

By Laksshha Khanna, 14 from Kolkata

I had the opportunity to cover the event as a

journalist for Bookosmia, the top publishing

destination for under-17s and got to ask

Coomi a question too! 

On being asked about her inspiration for the

book, Coomi responded with a story about

how she visited a pilgrimage years ago and

was asked where she hailed from. She was

ashamed to not know about her family history.

According to her, in the past, many books

have been written about Parsis and they are

concentrated on one person only and were

scholarly and historical.



 

She wanted to bring the Parsi community to

light in the form of a fun lively encyclopedia.

They even talked about the origin of Parsi

names and how her name was a short form

for Coerbai meaning princess. Parsi last

names were many a times derived from the

professions or the places they hail from. So,

if they were from Surat, it was Suratiwala, if

they traded with India, it was Vilayatior.

Other topics discussed included the decline

of the rates of Parsis in the world population

and the difference between Zoroastrians

and Parsis. 

On enquiring about which Parsi would she

like to spend a day with conversing and

learning, she replied, “Cyrus Broacha

because he is such a funny man and carries

his Parsiness up his sleeves.”

. 

 

The session ended with Coomi telling us a

famous legend of how the Parsis started living

in India

A ship from Iran landed in Sanjan, a port in

Gujarat and the Parsis approached the King

stating that they wanted to settle down there.

The king said that there was not enough place

for them. As soon as he said so, a priest came

and filled a glass of milk to the brim and said

that the glass of milk resembled their kingdom.

The Parsis then added sugar to it and the milk

did not overflow. They said that the Parsis will

add to the sweetness of the community without

overflowing. 

What a beautiful story! 

Laksshha is a Bookosmian 

journalist 



On the occasion of Vijayadashami, I,

Mahishahurmardini have come down to Earth. 

When I came down, I was happy to see the

progress of mankind, from cavemen to modern

man. It is a wonder how a small being like man

created great discoveries like the telephone,

the fridge, and television. Yes it is good to see

that  given knowledge is being put great use. 

But I am  disappointed to see that this

knowledge is also being used for unimaginable

destruction. Killing people, destroying nature’s

beauty, and the sacred rivers being polluted by

industrial waste that is making them impure!

Children of Earth, I am extremely disappointed

to see that the knowledge that we gave you is

being used to destroy living creatures, instead

of helping them. 

When
Durga
Maa
came
down to
earth

BY ARUNAVA
SENGUPTA,  9
FROM DELHI

Special feature -Durga Puja



 Bombs, pistols, guns and rifles all of this

helps with nothing! Has it come down to this

that all the wisdom, the knowledge, the

vision that we gave you is useless? 

Children, can you think of better ideas than

these? Why doesn’t the world give up their

weapons and instead build things to do good

for mankind, to nature, to Earth and to the

Universe? Hospitals are better than

warzones. Doctors are better than soldiers.

Children, the Universe is perfect. We just

have to try to make it a better place. 

Why? Because it is our responsibility to make

the world a better place. People like Hitler

and Churchill should be forgotten and people

like Jesus Christ and Gautam Buddha should

be remembered. I am not saying this to

criticize you kids. I am saying this for your

own good. 

 

 

So clear your mind from those evil thoughts of

ways to destroy. Fill them with compassion,love

and kindness. But, this is not the only fault of

mankind.

Do you remember what the jungles were like in

the past? Long ago, there were jungles full of

life. Deer, rabbits, birds and other animals, the

jungles were the soul of the Earth, until you

destroyed them. By the art of hunting and

fishing and wood chopping. 



Where did you live when you had first been

created? In the very caves of the woods you

destroy! 

Where did you get all the food before you

progressed? The trees of nature you chopped

down! 

Nature had done you a great favour, and you

pay her back by banishing her animals and

removing them for these buildings? 

Children, it’s not too late.

 

After I leave Earth and go back to Heaven, I

hope you remember my words. Now, I must go

back to my dear husband who is  waiting for

me. But, don’t forget my words. Remember

them and fix your mistakes, or the future

generation will suffer. Now I must go. Goodbye,

everyone.
Arunava is a Bookosmian

journalist 

Do you agree with this
interpretation? What do you think

Gods would say if they came to
earth? Send in your responses to

sara@bookosmia.com 



The event is starting on…

Host county is …

Number of teams is…

Number of overs in 
each innings…

 

The T20 world cup is
here!   And your friend
Ditto has a lot of
questions! Can you check
the newspaper or take an
adult’s help and answer
them ?

Event- T20 World cup

Let’s do
this!



JOURNALING

Enjoyed this? You will love Howzzat -
India’s first sports journal for kids full

of fun prompts like these! Buy your
copy today! 

https://bookosmia.com/shop/bsmproducts/howzzat-journal/


Enjoyed this? You will love Howzzat -
India’s first sports journal for kids full

of fun prompts like these! Buy your
copy today! 

Writing Prompts 

We know how much you love to write
and be creative. 

So here are some super cool prompts
to make your weekends a blast! 

Write a story based
on 

today’s weather

List the top
10 books you
have read

Write a thank
you letter to

someone 

Write the
silliest poem

you can 

Sketch your
own

superhero 

Write freely for 5
minutes without

stopping to think 

https://bookosmia.com/shop/bsmproducts/howzzat-journal/


Warrior of trust,

Warrior of truth,

A priest of Ahimsa was he Mahatma Gandhi, 

The father of our nation. 

A towering giant of our freedom struggle, 

And a model of simplicity,

He bestowed upon every Indian,

their most prized possession, political liberty and social equality, 

Gifted with strong moral character, 

Zeal and undying love

For his countrymen,

A fighter against untouchability, 

Indeed! A great man he was…

The father of our nation.

The Warrior of Ahimsa

BY PRIYANKAA RAVISANKAR, 16 FROM CHENNAI

Special feature -Gandhi Jayanti

Priyankaa is a Bookosmian 

journalist 



Comic Strip- Not That
Different  



Enjoyed this? You will love ‘Not That
Different’ - India’s first comic book on  

neurodiversity! Preorder your copy
today! 

Journaling 

https://bookosmia.com/shop/not-that-different/comic-book-not-that-different/


Art attack

BY SRIAKSHAY KALAGARLA, 10
FROM BANGALORE 

Sriakshay is a Bookomian

illustrator  

Look at the illustration and
try to come up with a witty

caption! 

My caption is :



Art festival

BY NIRAV PRAKASH, 9
FROM KOLKATA 

Nirav is a Bookomian illustrator  

Dear Durga Maa…this is
how I see you 



The Abhinav Bindra foundation

conducted a fabulous webinar on

Olympic value education. What’s that?

14 year old Satvika Suri, and 12 year

old R S Anandita, young Bookosmia

journalists attended the event on

Bakstage and wrote about it! Check

out the excerpts:  

On September 24th 2021, a webinar was

conducted on Olympic Values, by

Abhinav Bindra Foundation. Mr. Abhinav

Bindra himself was present there, along

with other dignitaries

Why Abhinav
Bindra
Foundation
lauds 2 young
Bookosmians

BY SATVIKA SURI, 14
FROM BANGALORE 

Live event coverage 

BY R S ANANDITA, 12
FROM CHENNAI 



 Mr. Abhinav A Bindra,
the man who changed
Indian Olympic History,
by winning the first-ever
gold medal for India,
magnanimously shared
the values he obtained
and assimilated in his life.

“When I look back at
my career, I can see
what it made me as a
person. The values that
I imbibed by playing
sports continue to be
with me and will be
with me for the rest of
my life. I was able to
build values like
excellence, friendship,
respect, honesty,
integrity, and I was
taught how to win and
lose by sports. It helped
me to build a lot of
relationships with my
parents, coaches even
with my competitors.”

The webinar also
introduced us to OVEP. 

OVEP (Olympic Value
Education Programme) is
a practical set of
learning resources
designed to inspire and
allow young people to
experience life values
such as excellence,
respect and friendship. 

This programme aims to
realize the Olympic ideal
of building a better
world through sport, by
means of a curriculum
which uses sports-based
lessons ideas for
teaching. 

OVEP is trying to build a
better world through
sportsby organizing
sports youth camps and
going to museums which
display Olympic
achievement (Olympic
museum networks).

 

Satvika and Anandita are
Bookosmian journalists and

podcasters 

 Through sports, we  learn that
losing is a part of life. We can’t
just give up when we lose once.
Olympism is a way of life. 

If sport becomes a prominent
part of our education system,
value based learning will spread
far and wide. All the academic
learning is for our brain, while
education of value is the
education of the heart.

Bookosmian Impact

Here is an important perspective
from 14 years old Satvika Suri on
"Why every school in India must
adopt olympic value education".
Appreciate and welcome the
pure thoughts of our young
Indians.

-Abhinav Bindra Foundation

Its really heart-warming to see
this article by 12 years old,
R.S.Anandita,based on our session
on OVE. Sincerely grateful to her
efforts and wishing Anandita all
the best for her future endeavors

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=school&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6849906260066869248
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=olympic&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6849906260066869248
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=education&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6849906260066869248
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=young&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6849906260066869248
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=indians&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6849906260066869248


Bookosmia In The News 

Your best friend Sara appeared on Prime Time on BBC!  The programme
appreciated the efforts of Team Bookosmia in creating ‘Not That
Different’ - India’s first comic book on neurodiversity thereby starting a
movement to help children understand their nurodiverse friends better. 

We are making
 the world

take notice!

A hope for autistic kids

- BBC



New releases 

This  e-book by kids is the final word on Harry Potter
fan fiction. An output of weekend Potterheads
workshop, the book is a marvelous sample of the
magic the series continues to create among the minds
of readers, both young and old. Do not miss the
insightful essays, cute poems and stunning viewpoints
of the talented young writers.

 

 
When I was asked to conduct this workshop, little did
I know that I had more to learn from these mini
Potterheads than I had to offer them with my
understanding of Harry Potter, which is mature and
analytical since I only started immersing myself in the
Harry Potter world after entering adulthood. As a
child, I didn’t really believe in magic; but as an adult
there is absolute delight in discovering that children
haven’t stopped believing in magic yet, they know it’s
as real as they are. In many ways, these sessions
enabled me to rediscover the world of Harry Potter.

Nilova Bose, teacher at Word Munchers and Harry Potter expert 

Read the below books for free on Bookosmia.com/Free ebooks by kids 



BE A PODCASTER - BE THE HOST OF
INDIA’S FIRST FOR KIDS - BY KIDS
LIVE PODCAST SHOW AND STAND
OUT FROM THE CROWD ! 

Upcoming event 

Limited seats only!
To know more, Call/Whatsapp :  +91 76191 27444

https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/be-a-podcaster-for-11/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/


DON’T JUST GET THE BOOK
TO READ, GET TO INTERVIEW
THE AUTHOR AND GET
PUBLISHED TOO! 

Upcoming event 

Limited seats only!
To know more, Call/Whatsapp :  +91 76191 27444

https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/podcast-the-gita-for-children-by-roopa-pai/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/
https://bookosmia.com/shop/events/harry-potter-club/


Young speak

An amazing workshop I attended was the Blogging
workshop. This workshop inspired me to create my
own blog. We had a lot of fun in the workshop. I
learned more about blogging and how to write it. I
had also attended to the journalism workshop. It was
the best experience. 

Dhriti Keni, 12 from Chennai 

Kasturi Mohan,
mother of Mayuri, 7

from Bangalore

This has been a great platform
for kids to publish their work. I

love the way they motivate
kids.. Its def a good way to

motivate kids to develop
creative writing skills.. Hats off

Sara and Bookosmia team, I
haven't found another platform

that does this... Good efforts
and thanks for featuring our

writings.



Inspired to get creative and get published too? 

Send in your work to sara@bookosmia.com 

Poems/Essays Book reviews Art work Photographs
Travel

Reviews



Hope you enjoyed thisHope you enjoyed this
issue!issue!

See you soon!See you soon!  

For feedback and to know how you can be a part of this
magazine, write to : sara@bookosmia.com

https://bookosmia.com/submit-a-story-write-to-sara/

