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note
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banned?

Dear readers,
How’s September treating you? From teachers day,
Ganesh Chaturti to grandparents - there was lots to
celebrate this month. And to make the celebration
sweeter we had a platter of wonderful sporting events
to watch and marvel. How inspiring are our paraathletes who made us proud at the paralympics! More
sporting fun to look forward as the IPL starts again.
Why is the IPL back and what is the chocolate
advertisement that is making the whole country swoon?
Quiz, writing prompts, art, books (a fantabulous
interview with author Aparna Karthikeyan) and so much
more! That’s our power-packed September issue for
you, brought together by kids just like you!

BY ARCHANA MOHAN

Happy reading!

Cover Story

Cadbury’s
new ad breaking
stereotypes
with
chocolate

BY ABHISHRUTI GHOSH, 13
FROM KOLKATA

Kuch Khaas hai…croons a melodious vocal in the
background as we see a match in progress. The
scoreboard shows the batter on 99. He swings
the bat and the ball flies in the air heading
straight towards the fielder. His supporters
look distraught but then the ball crosses over
the boundary ropes and it’s a six! His
exhilarated friend runs into the field with a
goofy dance and they share a candy bar. That
was the iconic ad of Cadbury Dairy Milk in the
90s that our parents all loved. And now, come
2021, that ad is back with a twist!
The new ad shows a boy sitting in the stands
and praying as his female friend plays cricket
and he celebrates the perfect six scored by her
with a carefree dance in the middle of a packed
stadium along with the old music of “ Kuch
Khaas hain”. Same theme but what a way to
reflect how far we have come as a society!

Do not silence a woman.
Every woman has a voice
and
they
should
feel
encouraged to use it and the
world to listen to it.
This ad has beautifully
brought out the fact that
women
should
not
be
marginalized and instead of
clipping her wings off we
must give her a desire and a
passion to break through all
limits.

What did you think about
the ad?
The new gender twist in the
Dairy Milk ad breaks the
gender stereotype that girls
should play with dolls and
boys should play cricket.
Cricket
is
undoubtedly
India’s most loved sport yet
it has often been related to
as a symbol of masculinity.
The ad goes an extra mile to
break
the
age-old
stereotype and reimagining
its old ad and making it
relevant in the current times
where girls are creating new
milestones every day from
acing in the corporate world
to winning Olympic medals.
It tells us that feminity is not
about
making
women
stronger.
Women
are
already strong, its about
changing the way the world
perceives that strength.

We need women at all
places, at all levels,
including the top to change
the
question,
reshape
conversations and break
the gender stereotypes.
No woman should be
afraid to do what she
wants. Its true that we
might as well get ‘bowled
out’ in the game of life but
when we hit a six the
world shall stand up and
take its hat off to you and
that is worth being a
woman for.
People often infer the
word ‘women’ to inferiority
and subordination, and
one thing the world must
know is that this has to
stop. To stand up for a man
and have his back is her
choice but to stand up and
speak for herself is her
birthright.

Fun activity - interview
your parents about what
they were like in the
90s? Any interesting
stories they want to
share from those days?
Send us your interviews sara@bookosmia.com

Abhishruti is a Bookosmian
journalist

Book buzz

Dear Mrs. Naidu by Mathangi Subramanian
In an era where children like me are attracted to sci-fi and fantasy,
this book about daily life had me hooked until I finished.
In the book, the author shines a spotlight on the unglorified side to
urban life. The main character, named Sarojini, learns about the
Right to Education at school. But, when she is denied a seat there,
she realises that it is time to take matters into her own hands.
Sarojini takes inspiration from Vimala Madam, a lawyer and her own
namesake Mrs Sarojini Naidu, who is also her secret pen pal.
Read the story to find out whether Sarojini wins the battle she is
fighting – the battle for her family, her friends and her education.

RATING (5 BEING BEST) :
RECOMMENDED FOR AGE : 10+
osmian
Pratichi is a Book
journalist
BY PRATICHI SATPATHY, 11 FROM BHUBANESWAR

What are you reading?

Opinion piece
I did a survey on whether
homework is good or bad and
here is what I found
By Heer T Shah, 11 from Chennai

.Homework- a task assigned by the
teachers

for

students

to

be

completed after school hours. The
effect of homework is generally
debated. Let’s see what parents,
students and teachers say about it
in a small survey conducted by me.
Parents feel that homework should
be given because if teachers do not
give homework, they would not be
able to know what has been taught.
Parents also feel that teachers can
give less homework as it sometimes
pressurises the kids. It should not be
a burden for children. They feel that
practice makes kids quick in studies
and we all know practice makes a
man perfect! According to them if
‘homework’ sounds like a burden,
we can change the word into
‘practice work’ which sounds better.
Some schools even call it ‘home
play’!

Did you know? Homework
was invented by 19th
century politician
American Horace Mann

Writing prompt :
If you were the principal, would you ban homework?

Most of the students feel that homework should
be banned or reduced significantly so that they
get more family time. Homework is a burden
after 8 hours of school.
After returning from school some students go
for tuition as their parents are not able to help
them with studies due to many reasons.This
reduces the time for physical activities and
sleep.
A 2007 study of American students by MetLife
found 89% of students feel stressed due to
home assignments! They may also lose interest
in a subject which can have negative impact on
tests. It can be very tiring for students by the
end of the day.
On the other hand ,some students also feel that
around half an hour of homework everyday
helps them to reinforce the topics done in

The trend is reversed in older students
where higher achievers spend more time on
homework.Teachers have many purposes for
giving homework. It is given for practice ,
preparation
for
exams,
personal
development or as a school policy too. It
helps in maintaining proper study habits in
students.
So overall it can be said that homework
has its own pros and cons. My personal
opinion would be that homework should
not be banned but reduced so that
children
have
time
for
family,
entertainment and other activities as
well.

Do you agree?

school
and
has
positive
impact
on
achievements. Studies conducted in the USA
show that younger age children, lower
achievers spend more time on homework.

urnalist
Heer is a Bookosmian jo

Flash point

There is always a bit of magic
around - you just have to look

Photo by Anant Mohta, 12 from Howrah

ian
Anant is a Bookosm
photographer

Interview
“WHY I
LOVE
WRITING
ABOUT
DOGS”

An interview with Aparna Karthikeyan, author of Woof!
Adventures by the sea, published by Westland Red Panda

By Bookosmia‘s young readers

Woof woof everyone! Young readers

Aarav : Why was the beach the main

of

place in the story, do you have any

Bookosmia

recently

had

an

opportunity to interact with and
interview

Aparna

Karthikeyan,

renowned

author,

writer

and

independent journalist on Bookosmia’s
podcast on Bakstage. Here are some
snippets from the interview :

connections with the beach?
Aparna : I find the five elements of the
universe on the beach. The beach is always a
place where I unwind and luckily I stayed
very close to Juhu Beach in Mumbai. I met all
the characters of my story personally on rhe
beach and that's how the book evolved.

Siddharth: Did you face any hiccups while

Jeyan: Among all your creations which

writing the book?

character suits your personality?

Aparna : Every author faces hiccups while

Aparna : I want to be like Krya as Krya is

writing a book. It’s a hard job putting

helpful, feisty and a true leader trying to keep

together words and how you also think that

her gang together. But in reality, I am like Thin

a certain line is funny in your head but in the

who falls in love with everyone instantly and is

end when you pen it down you see that it’s

a foodie.

not. Writing is not just good imagination but a
lot of hard work.

Aadya : Why were some dogs in the book
named with proper nouns like Puchku, Krya,

Anushka : What brings you so close to

Baby Dane while others had common names

animals?

like Coconut, Fat Brother (Baby Diane's
brother), Orange, Big Head and so on. How

Aparna : I had been an animal lover initially

does one pick names like that?

and have been drowned by the beauty of
both animals and nature which has always

Aparna : These dogs and their names are

covered me with a soothing blanket of

actually real and they live on Juhu beach. I

tranquility. Dogs are the easiest creatures to

named a few and my friends named some

love

others. That's why they have names of all

and

relationship.

provide

an

easy

compatible

kinds.

Aparna’s thoughts about the interview by
kids :
I had so much fun doing this podcast for
Bookosmia. What a delightful hour, what
engaging questions, so thoughtful and curious,
and what a close reading of the story! Writing
a book is a lonely job, you're never sure who's
going to read it or what they might say. And
isn't it just marvelous to actually speak to your
readers and hear their thoughts?

I'm so

grateful you invited me. Thanks, Bookosmia 💜
.
Deeksha: Have you ever given up writing a
book midway?
Aparna : I have come closer to giving up as it
takes a long time. It is a lonely process. It might
even take two years to get a book published.
You are alone with these words and you are

Interviews by :
Y Jeyan, 9
Deeksha, 11
Aarav, 12
Aadya, 8
Siddharth, 12
Anushka, 15

imagining that you are speaking to somebody
out there, a mythical reader who is someday
going to read this book. There are a bunch of
things that happens and you need a lot of
stamina and motivation to continue and

Want to interview an
author too? Reach
out to us at +91
76191 27444

complete writing. I wanted people to read this
story. I believed that there is a space for this
story. I have come closer but never stopped
writing midway.
.
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Special feature -IPL

Why is
the IPL
back?
And why
is it in
UAE?

The

Indian

Premier

League,

the

most

prestigious domestic cricket league of the
world, starts again on Sunday in the UAE! Why
was there a round two? Here’s what happened.
IPL 2021 came to an abrupt stop in May due to
some of its players getting infected by the
coronavirus. Not only the players, even the
coaches

got

affected

by

COVID

–

19.

Cricketers from abroad made their way back to
their countries with great difficulty.
Many countries banned incoming flights from
India, fearing the virus. Australia banned all
Indian citizens as well as their citizens to fly

BY ADWAITH
MENON, 12
FROM
CHENNAI

from one country to another. The IPL proved to
be dangerous for the players affected by the
virus in spite of the bio bubble.

Many security and health
precautions have been taken for
the IPL now and let’s hope it
goes on without hassle!

A ‘bio bubble’ is a safe and
secure place which does not
have contact with the outside
world, thus providing the
people in it with safety. Only
players, support staff and
match officials are permitted
to enter the bubble.
The BCCI had provided
bubbles in practise sessions,
hotels,
matches
and
transportation. But the bubble
does not guarantee the safety
to be 100%, as has been
already proven. This brings
me to my question. Should the
IPL have been played during
the pandemic? Wouldn’t it
have been much safer if they
had postponed the IPL to a
time
when
the
cases
decreased?

The IPL hosted during this
struggling time burdened the
security,
police
and
healthcare systems.
When the players played the
matches with vigour, many
were in hospitals gasping for
breath and recovery. A
celebratory moment like the
IPL during this time was not
sensitive. Many argued that
the IPL had been a light in
the darkness. But would the
people who were deprived of
the beds say so? Was it right
for a celebration during this
time?

The BCCI should show more
practical thinking in hosting
the Indian premier league
now. Postponing it was a
wise decision. It is good that
Wouldn’t it have been much it is now happening when
sensible to host the IPL in cases
have
decreased.
countries where there were Moreover the host country is
very few cases?
UAE.

Which team are you
supporting?
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JOURNALING
How about some fun journaling as
we watch IPL?

JOURNALING

Enjoyed this? You will love Howzzat India’s first sports journal for kids full
of fun prompts like these! Get your
copy today!

IPL PREDICTIONS
The final will be between :
The winning team :
The Orange cap will go to :
The Purple cap will go to :
The best emerging player will be :
The highest team score :
The lowest team score :
Send in your thoughts to sara@bookosmia.com

How many did you get right?
1.Which team has won the maximum IPL trophies?
2. Who has hit the highest individual score in the IPL?
3. Where is this year’s IPL happening?
4. Who is the captain of Rajasthan Royals?
5. What was Sunrisers Hyderabad team previously
known as ?

Answers : 1. Mumbai Indians 2. Chris Gayle - 175 runs 3. UAE 4. Sanju
Samson 5. Deccan Chargers

Special feature -Paralympics

The
inspiring
story of
javelin
thrower
Devendra
Jhajharia

Paralympics is seriously underrated in our
country. The entire idea of differently-abled
people participating in various sports events at
an international level is fantastic but because
of a few reasons such as perhaps a low literacy
rate or less awareness of the fact that there is
even a Paralympics, people are really missing
out on a glorious wonder of the world.
I want to tell you the inspiring story of
Devendra Jhajharia, a talisman for us at the
Paralympics and double gold medallist in
Javelin throw.
He was born in the Churu district of Rajasthan
but why does he participate in Paralympics?

BY ADITYA
DASGUPTA, 14
FROM DELHI

That is because of the fact that he at the
tender age of 8, touched a live electric wire
while climbing a tree which resulted in the
amputation of his left hand.

All I can say is Devendra
Jhajharia is the living example of
how one writes his own destiny.
The entire nation salutes him for
his impeccable job at the javelin
throw events. May he live,
prosper
and
continue
to
accomplish and achieve such
brilliant heights in the world of
javelin throw.

Now I always wonder that
how would a boy, who isn’t
even in his teens yet feel
when his arm has been
amputated. He would have
been devastated.
On top of that, he lived in a
small village where people
hadn’t
even
heard
of
Paralympics so let’s take a
minute and think that what
would
have
been
the
obstacles
he
had
to
overcome; mental trauma,
bullying and most importantly
making his parents believe in
him and prove that he can
make a career in javelin throw
in such a country, where
these career paths are
frowned upon because of
stereotypes.
From a disabled boy to a
Paralympics gold medalist,
Devendra
Jhajharia
has
repeatedly proved that no
disabilities are going to stop
him
from
fulfilling
his
ambitions.

Devendra jhajharia has not
only won a gold medal in the
2004 Paralympics but a gold
medal in the 8th FESPIC
games in south Korea in
2002, a gold medal at the
IPC
Athletics
World
Championships in Lyon in
2013, a silver medal at the
2014 Asian Para games in
south Korea, a silver medal
etc. At the 2016 Summer
Paralympics in Rio de
Janeiro, he once again won
the gold medal for Men’s
javelin throw at an F46
event, which is just a
classification
for
javelin
throw events with players
who are disabled.

Do you want to be the
host of India’s first
live podcast by kids?
Click below !

That makes it a marvellous 5
gold medals and 2 silver
medals
in
his
entire
international career.
And now he has another
Paralympics silver medal this
year!
er
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Celebrating diversity

”My head is full of thoughts and words that do not necessarily
get expressed the way I wish it to. My world is very different
and yet it is the same world we live in.”

mia’s
Aditi is a contributing artist for Bookos
children
‘Not that different’ initiative, telling
about neurodiversity

By Aditi Sowmyanarayan,
16 from Bangalore

Art attack
Look at the illustration and
try to come up with a witty
caption!

My caption is :
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tor
illustra
BY PRABHGEET KAUR, 12 FROM
KOLKATA

Art tale

The
village
girl

Meenu lived in a small village named
Dadra far away from the city. She did
not like it there at all. Not just because
her favourite magazine came late, but
she always stepped on cow poop and
had to do household chores. She thought
that the people living in cities and towns
led a happy life compared to the ones in
the village.
One day, a stranger came to her family

BY JHANVI SHAH, 8
FROM MUMBAI

and asked, “Can you give me shelter for
a few days? I come from a nearby city
and there are no hotels here.”

Meenu’s family let him in. Meenu was very excited to meet a city person but she was
shocked to see that he was inhaling something and smoke came out of his mouth. He
also had plastic bags with him which he threw around.
Later that day, she saw television headlines that the cities were full of smoke because
of pollution and the streets were dirty too. She looked around her small but clean
village. So what if her favourite magazine came late? So what if she stepped on cow
poop sometimes?
At her village, the vegetables were grown without pesticides, she had clean air and
water and she had open spaces to play. She realized that she had been happiest all
along without even knowing it.

Why don’t you also send us your
illustrated stories? Email them to
sara@bookosmia.com
Jhanvi is a Bookosmian
illustrator

Teachers Day special

We miss you, teachers
This is for you,
For all the teachers who tell us to
form a queue.
This lockdown is keeping us away,
But we love you the same way.
This lockdown should open fast,
Otherwise, our patience won’t last.
We don’t know what to do,
We are forgetting the manners
taught by you.

This is the first time we want to study,
And not play with a teddy.

We need someone to laugh with,
We remember the classes we were at.
A month before,
we were happy when the school bell
rang
But now we want to sit on the benches
we used to bang.
We miss you
And you might be missing us too.

What is your message to teachers?
By Niti Patel, 14 from Dahod

ger
ian blog
m
s
o
k
o
Bo
Niti is a

Travel tale

My first
visit to
the Taj
Mahal

It was very exciting to hear about a
sudden plan of a day trip to see the Taj
Mahal. Everything got planned so the trip
would be seamless.
We

drove

down

the

expressway,

reached the Taj Mahal precisely on time.
We had pre-booked our entrance and
within one hour we saw the entire
monument and got to know about its
historical facts.
Unique
BY AISHA MEHTA, 9
FROM GURGAON

architecture

with

perfect

symmetry and exceptional artwork, it
was my first experience to visit a wonder
of the world.

Within a short drive, we
reached home.
Everything went as planned and
it was quite a memorable trip. It
was
a
completely
new
experience for me and I truly
enjoyed it.
We are hoping for a future trip
to Agra again, to visit the Agra
Fort.
At the entrance gate,
there were 22 rooms that
represented the number
of years it took to build
the Taj Mahal.

We took a stroll around
the town and got to
know that the city is
popular
for
leather
crafted products.

Carrying food items was
strictly forbidden and so
the entire place was spic
and span.

We may not be doing much
travel now, but some travel
memories will remain special
forever, right?

It was a pleasant, sunny,
winter afternoon for
outdoor lunch. We had a
relaxing lunch followed
by a local sweetmeat
‘Petha’.
We wanted to reach
Delhi before dinner time,
so we started our return
journey on time.
In about a while, we
reached the National
sports club Delhi to have
dinner.

Why don’t you also pen down
your favourite travel memories
and
send
it
to
us
at
sara@bookosmia.com? Can’t wait
to read about your exciting
trips!

Aisha is a Bookosmian
Potterhead

Flash point

If only the
walls could
talk!

Photo by Pragna Kartyk, 12 from Bangalore

kosmian
Pragna is a Boo
photographer
Send your clicks to sara@bookosmia.com !

Flash point - Photo prompt
Grab a mobile phone,
click and photograph what you see
outside your window! Send your photographs with
an interesting caption to sara@bookosmia.com

Send your clicks to sara@bookosmia.com !

Event recap

POTTERHEADS CLUB - A WEEKEND
FUN LIKE NO OTHER! MAKING
SPELLS, WRITING POEMS,
DIALOGUES, DESIGNING HP
CHARACTERS, GETTING YOUR
IDEAS PUBLISHED AND SO MUCH
MORE!

Limited seats only! Bring your wands!
To know more, Call/Whatsapp : +91 76191 27444

Upcoming events
Be a podcaster
BE A PODCASTER AND HOST
INDIA‘S FIRST LIVE PODCAST FOR
KIDS! LEARN ALL ABOUT VOICE
MODULATION, PUBLIC SPEAKING,
SCRIPT WRITING AND GET A
CERTIFICATE!

Be a book critic
BE A BOOK CRITIC AND
INTERVIEW AWARD WINNING
AUTHORS! GET YOUR INTERVIEW
PUBLISHED IN A MAGAZINE AND
EBOOK!

Limited seats only! Personalized feedback!
To know more, Call/Whatsapp : +91 76191 27444

Young speak

Happy teachers day! Whether it was
helping me in selecting the right books to
read or informing and inviting me to join
engrossing Harry Potter workshops, you
have always been shining down on me like
the star you are!
Vanshika Chaudhary,
12 from Jaipur

As a parent I would love to help my son get
a nice platform to showcase his writing skills.
As this is something he deserves much for
vesting in the amount of interest in making
his writing skills better and better. And for
this I came across Bookosmia and I am so
happy with their efforts in making it true for
me. Bookosmia is the best platform which
invests so much time and effort in helping all
bidding writers get the right motivation to
do more and do good. Thank you Bookosmia
team for your continued work and efforts in
bringing more kids write and explore.

Rashmi Venkatesh,
Mother of Vihaan, 10
from New Jersey

Inspired to get creative and get published too?

Send in your work to sara@bookosmia.com

Poems/Essays

Book reviews

Art work

Photographs

Travel
Reviews

Hope you enjoyed this
issue!
See you soon!

For feedback and to know how you can be a part of this
magazine, write to : sara@bookosmia.com

