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Dear readers, 

We are thrilled (nope..that’s not the word), super

duper deliriously rapturous (yup), to present to

you…drum roll please…the first ever issue of

‘Bookosmia’ - A magazine for kids, by kids! 

Yes, you heard it right! Right from ideas, content,

illustrations, photographs to design - this magazine

is being brought to you by young Bookosmians who

are taking the world by storm with their creativity. 

An issue brimming with unputdownable content, we

hope this will bring joy to you during these trying

times. 

Stay safe, dear readers! 

Editor’s
note

BY ARCHANA MOHAN

Inside pages 

A breezy ‘read trip’  to Karwar Fiction - The story of a plate 
with magical powers 

A cool picture story challenge 

Call yourself a bookworm? 
Take this classics quiz!

Wohoo! Design made easy! 



A few years back, we only heard from

celebrities about their glamorous professional

and private lives. 

We’d flip through the pages of a magazine to

check out the latest trend, or what celebrity

related stuff is trending and things like that. 

Sure, we still do that (I mean, who can give us

fashion tips as good as the divas?), but times

have changed. Today, celebrities aren't just

on tv or on glossy magazines, they are

tweetable and reachable with one click thanks

to social media. 

With the bigger platform has come a bigger

responsibility.

Why
celebrities
must
speak up
on social
issues 

BY SATVIKA SURI, 13
FROM BANGALORE 

Cover Story 



And that is why it has
become more important than
ever for celebrities to stand
up for social causes.
Considering their following,
imagine how seriously people
will look at important issues if
celebrities start talking about
it. 

Recently, Bookosmia, a
creative platform for kids,
started the ‘Not that
different’ campaign where
they are helping neurotypical
kids understand their
neurodiverse friends better.

 And it is heartening to see
the support they received
from celebrities like Harsha
Bhogle, well-known cricket
commentator who  tweeted
“Let’s embrace inclusivity. We
are all ‘Not that Different’.”

Actor and former Miss
Universe Lara Dutta also
supported this campaign by
donning the ‘not that
different’ mask with pride.
She also encouraged readers
to tell their children about
neurodiversity

After all, spreading
awareness is step one, right?
Not only these two
celebrities, we also have
Emma Watson for feminism,
Leonard Dicaprio for climate
change, Priyanka Chopra on
body shaming and so many
more. 

All of these people are
making a change. Because of
their power and influence,
people are actually  starting
to embrace themselves and
others for who they are.

If a handful of
celebrities can
make this much
of a change,
think about
what everyone
can do together.

Satvika is a Bookosmia

journalist and blogger 



Eric Carle was an American writer and illustrator of children’s books. His
book ‘The very hungry caterpillar’ about the transformation of a caterpillar
into a butterfly has been translated into 66 languages. He wrote or
illustrated more than 75 books. I made this picture as a tribute to him. 

Book buzz

Thank you Eric Carle (1929-2021 )

BY K S RITHIK, 8 FROM CHENNAI 

Rithik is a Bookosmia illustrator  



The lockdown has certainly taught

the world about the immeasurable

value of a home maker. During this

time, many working women had to

step into this laborious job to

support their families and sail

through this testing time. And guess

what, without any salary or day off!

Catering to the elders and children,

cooking, cleaning, teaching and

above all making sure that the

bread winner’s job functions 

Don’t you think the home manager’s

job is the support system of our

economy?

Recently, Tamil actor and politician

Kamal Hassan brought forward this

crucial point before the State

Assembly as a part of his agenda.

The party mentioned this as a step

towards uplifting of women dignity. 

Should homemakers be paid
a salary?

By Siyona Bakshi, 11 from Gurgaon

Opinion piece 



‘“Without a doubt, the system must realize the

indirect contribution of the home makers in the

family income. It helps the bread earner work

at their highest capabilities without being

perturbed by the house jobs,” says Suparna

Charan, a home maker and a mother of two.

As per our research, countries like Venezuela

pay about 80% of minimum wage to the home

maker. Don’t you think a similar step in India

can boost the self-esteem and morale of

homemakers?

 In a fast paced city like Gurugram, home

makers cook as per everyone’s preference and

at everyone’s preferred time, a cook would cost

around Rs 8000-10000. They double up as

home tutors, gardeners, drivers, cleaners, care

givers…the list is endless. Just calculate the cost

if these jobs were done by hired people! 

 

The homemaker’s job will continue to be the

backbone of the economy. 

The Government should provide measures

for a fixed amount from the bread winner’s

salary to be given to the home makers. It

should be given directly to the home

maker’s account to ensure the money

doesn’t gets misused or falls in the wrong

hands.

This would also encourage home maker

women in rural India to have a bank

account and feel empowered.

“Paying salary to the
home makers can

definitely be a
promising step towards

achieving equality in
the real sense.”

Siyona is a Bookosmia journalist



When you
fight over

your
differences,
remember
you all go

back into the
same box 

Flash point

Photo by Anant Mohta, 12 from Howrah

Anant is a Bookosmia

photographer  



“MADHAV
NEEDS NO

SUPERPOWER”   

A n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  N i d h i  M i s h r a ,  C E O  o f  B o o k o s m i a ,  o n  c r e a t i n g
I n d i a ’ s  f i r s t  c o m i c  s t r i p  w i t h  a  c h a r a c t e r  o n  t h e  a u t i s m  s p e c t r u m .   

Not that Different is a movement led by

kids, aiming to spark honest and informed

discussions on neurodiversity. It deals with

subjects like autism and inclusion via

comics featuring Madhav - Bookosmia's

resident neurodiverse character.

Recently, I had the pleasure of speaking

with Bookosmia's CEO, Nidhi Mishra, on

this new initiative. Here are some snippets

from our discussion. 

Interview

By Neha Mahesh, 14 from Chennai

Neha : Something I've noticed in the

portrayal of neurodiversity in the media is

that the person on the autism spectrum

always has some sort of 'superpower' or

miraculous talent. And while one could argue

that that is inspiring, it also seems to have

undertones of the belief that those who

deviate from the 'norm' don't deserve

acceptance unless they're extraordinary.

How do you think 'Not That Different' is going

to challenge this notion? 



Nidhi : Whenever we think of neurodiversity,

there are two narratives that come to mind -

one being that of tragedy and the other being

the belief that these children have a kind of

superpower.

Both of these situations can put a lot of

pressure on families. Such glorified portrayals

of autism can force parents to keep looking

for their child's 'special talent'. As a result,

the child is stressed out and loses interest in

their hobbies.

But they shouldn't have to be the next

Einstein or Picasso to be loved. 

Madhav, from the Not That Different comics,

illustrates this very well. His stories focus on

everyday incidents; he does things that all

children do. 

He isn't some wizard or
superhero - he's a kid. And at
the end of the day, that's all
he needs to be.  

Neha is a Bookosmia journalist 



Celebrating diversity 

This is me ... looking
at the world around
me with wonder
just like the girl
looking at the
moon. 

Sometimes I get it
all, at other times I
am confused, but
for most part I am
in between hoping
to find the horizon
where our worlds
meet.

By Aditi
Sowmyanarayan , 15

from Bangalore

Aditi is a contributing artist for Bookosmia’s

‘Not that different’ initiative, telling children

about neurodiversity  



What was your resolution for 2021? More
importantly, how is it going? Yay or Nay? Try
to be as witty as you can! 

Send your responses to sara@bookosmia.com 

Art attack

BY VANSHIKA CHAUDHARY, 11 FROM JAIPUR 

Vanshika is a Bookomia illustrator

and Potterhead 



Can you come up with your own
story using the illustrations below?

Original story and
illustrations by Gabriel

Fernandes, 10 from
Ahmedabad 

Picture story challenge

Gabriel is a Bookosmia

illustrator



Can you identify the name of the
classic with the description below? 

Quiz time

An old sea captain obsessively seeks vengeance on a white whale. 1.
 

2. A lawyer tries to defend a black man who is falsely accused.

3. A mad scientist creates an intelligent but hideous creature and regrets
it.
 
 
 

4. A wrongfully imprisoned man escapes prison and uses hidden
treasure to fund an epic revenge quest.

 

5. A troubled teen talks about how he played hooky in New York
City for two days before being expelled from school.



Canva is an online designing tool used to make
logos, videos, collages, flyers, posters etc.

I use Canva for almost everything because it’s
super easy to work with and super fast.

This app is not only useful for informal stuff but
also for making resumes, desktop wallpapers,
business card and much more. It allows you to edit
all types of videos in a blink of an eye. You can also
create a team and collaborate together. 

Do try it out! It’s free to download on your App
Store.

Tech review - Canva
The easiest design tool! 

Tech talk

Top features

Mood board

Social
media post 
templates

By Pearl Doshi, 11 
from Sharjah

Pearl is a Bookosmia blogger



My favourite holiday is Karwar. It is a coastal

plain of India and has the coast on one side

and land on the other side. It lies on the west

coast of southern India at the mouth of the

Kali river in Karnataka. It is also a Defence

Naval Base.

I went there from December 26 to 30

December 2020 with my family. We made a

road trip from Bangalore to Karwar via

Haveri, Ranibennur, Davangere, Chitradurga

and Shimoga by car. It took us almost 11 hours

and it was a beautiful drive through the

Western Ghats.

We went on a cruise on the Kali river. We

visited the Kali temple on the Kali island.

Karwar is famous for the Kali river estuary.

Karwar
-A coastal
paradise 

BY SRISHTI HARIDARSHAN, 10
FROM BANGALORE

Travel tale



From the Kali island we went to
the Oyster Rock Lighthouse and
on our way we saw the
Elephant Rock island.

Trekking up to the Lighthouse
was fun and a new experience
for me. The view from the top
was breathtaking because there
was so much water all around.
On our way back we saw baby
dolphins jumping up and down
in the water! I was surprised
because it was so close to our
boat.

Fine muslin cloth is quite
famous in Karwar along with
carved sandalwood and
incense sticks. You can also
buy some colourful and
beautiful silk sarees here.

This place is famous for
under water diving and para
sailing activities. Kayaking,
nature walks and bird
watching are very famous
activities here. Karwar is a

beautiful place to
have a fun filled
holiday and spend
time with family
and friends.

Some of the amazing delicacies
of Karwar are: Karle Ambat
(Crab masala), Bangada fry,
Oysters, clams, Masli kadi(Fish
and coconut gravy), Sukhe Masli
(dried and salted fish), Chilly
Squid, Rice and dosa.

The fish market was one of the
cleanest places. I saw a variety
of fish, prawns, crabs, oysters
and clams.

 

Srishti is a Bookosmia journalist 



A hungry swan, walked on an ochre forest

path, his white quills clutching his hungry

belly, which rumbled aloud. 

The swan cried, his orange beak stretching

wide. 

“Oh....I can't bear it anymore. My hunger jabs

me like the tusks of a boar.”

He then saw something of great interest.

"What is that golden glint I see? In the far

distance, near a tree." 

The swan approached the tree and under it he

found a golden plate. He lifted the plate and

suddenly it was endowed with soft rich rice

adorned with vibrant curry, that seemed to be

cooked in another world far greater than

earth. 

The Divine
Plate

STORY AND ILLUSTRATIONS BY
SIDDHANT VODELA, 15 FROM
KOLKATA 

Fiction 



Suddenly, a heavenly light
flashed in the sky.

“What you hold in your
possession is the divine plate for
the needy,” a voice said. It
added that it will keep feeding a
starving individual until he is
full, but will cease if the owner
became a greedy bull.” 

The divine light vanished as
soon as it appeared. The swan
immediately started ravenously
gobbling the food in his plate. 

He had an idea.

“Perhaps, I can be rid of my
poverty, by offering the food
conjured, for a price, to
society.”

The swan huffed and
puffed, and left. Then after
sometime, the frail old
goat from before,
ravenously limped on the
fringe of the pathway,
unknowingly heading down
the golden plate’s way.

The bull laughed, then
disapprovingly shook his big
head and moved on. Soon, word
spread around the town that the
swan’s plate had lost its magic,
and people stopped coming by,
for food, to buy. 

After days of no business, the
swan, furiously returned to the
spot near the tree where he first
found the golden plate and flung
it onto the ground. “What a
waste! Can’t produce anymore,
anything of taste.” 

 

Siddhant is a Bookosmia

journalist and illustrator  

The swan opened up a stall in
his local town and started
selling food to people by
shaking his golden plate. 

From time to time, he offered
free meals to the less
privileged people akin to his
past-self. As time passed, his
customer’s bellies get fuller
and the swan got richer, with
more gold coins in his
earnings. The swan’s gentle
face gradually became
shrewd and selfish. 

One day, a brown frail and
aged goat clad in a single
drab cloth approached the
swan.

“Please spare this hungry old
goat some food, since you
have it through your divine
plate in plenitude.” 

The swan sneered and
waved him away
aggressively. “No pay, then
go away. Here I don’t do
charity, for the needy.”

The old brown goat went
away, dejected, his head
hanging loose. 

A big, burly and seemingly
wealthy bull came by with a
polished silver plate. 

“Serve me as much as you
can today, I have enough to
compensate in pay.” 

The swan greedily smiled and
nodded. He shook the golden
plate, but nothing happened!



Not That Different - Comic strip 

Sara is very excited to make friends with the new boy, Madhav in class.
But Madhav turns out to be a little different than what she had
thought. So what is autism and how can we understand our
neurodiverse friends better? Check out 'Not That Different', the first
ever kids  led comic strip to explain autism. To know more, check out
Bookosmia.com and click on ‘Not That Different’.  



Parents and children, this is your space to ask any question
on your mind to practicing Psychologist, Family-Therapist,
and Parenting-Coach, Karishma Mehra. 

She is a certified Happiness and Mindfulness Practitioner
and coach from the Berkeley institute of wellness, California
and is associated with Max Hospital Delhi, and schools like
Sardar Patel Vidyalaya and others.

The name of the  enquirer will be kept anonymous. Shoot in
your queries to sara@bookosmia.com. Let’s learn to ask for
help! 

Ask the therapist



That's one
small step
for man,
one giant
leap for

mankind 

Flash point

Photo by Yashvi Shah, 14 from Birmingham

Yashvi is a Bookosmia

journalist and photographer 



HIGH ENERGY HIGH BONDING
MOTHER’S DAY EVENT

—WITH CREATIVE EDUCATOR JUI
PATRAVALLI 

Event recap

Check out upcoming events on Bookosmia.com 



Upcoming events 

Limited seats only. More details on - Bookosmia.com 

Call/msg :+91 76191 27444  



Industry speak 

It is the age of information. Social media platforms have turned
each one of us into a ‘Citizen Journalist’. This is immense power in
every individual’s hand. That is why it is important to understand
what journalism is and how professional journalists do their job as
the watchdog of democracy. 

Bookosmia’s ‘Be a Journalist’ workshop introduces youngsters to the
basics of news gathering, sourcing information, fact checking
inputs, editing, news writing and other such skills associated with
being a media professional.  More than that, it teaches them to
treat every bit of information with responsibility. Whether a
youngster goes on to become a journalist or not, the way the
person looks at news and processes information will undergo a big
change.  

K  R Guruprasad,
Former sports editor of DNA.
Author of ‘Going places-India’s small
town cricket heroes’ published by
Penguin.

Journalism experience of over 16 years.



For feedback and to know how you can
be a part of this magazine, write to : 

sara@bookosmia.com


