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WHY THIS eBOOK?
A Note from 'for kids, by kids' publisher Bookosmia
Children's books are crafted with a lot of love and excitement
by authors. And while reviews for the book come from other
authors, media, publishers and even parents, very rarely do
they come from the kids themselves, for whom the book is
written.
As a 'for kids, by kids' platform, Bookosmia likes to complete
this feedback loop. Having published over 1800 kids from
120+ locations worldwide, we firmly believe that young
readers and writers deserve to be heard.
It was a delight to have the author Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan
interact with our young readers in the Bookosmia room on
Bakstage app and answer their unfiltered questions in the
most endearing way.Here is a compilation of honest reviews
by young readers of Bookosmia who have chosen to use their
love for reading and talent of writing to share their feedback.
Here is what Shobha

It was good fun despite the late hour.
impressed
by the thoughtful
hadItowas
saymost
about
the sessionquestions and it was wonderful to see
the enthusiasm and engagement of these
young children.
The encouragement was evident in
Archana's warm moderation.
Bookosmia is clearly an excellent
resource for children.
Thanks for compiling the kid reviews.
- Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan

And what did the young readers have to say?
Read on.......

I would like to tell Shobha Ma'am that I
loved every bit of the book. This was an
excellent way for me to read the story and
also remember the facts about the artist's Bookosmian
work, none of which I knew before
- Prisha Moitra,9, Kolkata

I would like to tell Shobha ma’am…

…that I loved every bit of the book she has written. It was packed with
information about the life and work of the famous artist Raja Ravi Varma,
none of which I knew. The vivid illustrations on each page made the story
come to life. One thing that really stood out for me was the way this story
was narrated. How the little child's thoughts and opinions are weaved with
the facts about the artist's life and his paintings. For instance, when the girl
talks about the artist's parents, she observes they were understanding and
forgiving of Ravi Varma’s paintings on the walls. Also, when the child says
that the artist painted people just the way they looked, and that makes
complete sense .
To my question about why Shobha Ma'am wrote about artist Raja Ravi
Varma in particular, she answered honestly that she was inspired by his
paintings since her childhood days. As a kid she used to visit her
grandparents in Kerala during her holidays and their beautiful home had
reprints of many famous paintings by Raja Ravi Varma. These facts about
him and paintings made by him fascinated her since she was a little girl.
That is why she chose him as the subject and help children know of him, his
life and his beautiful paintings. She also mentioned that she is equally
inspired by the work of many other Indian artists like Jamini Roy and might
write about them as well in her future books.
As someone who loves to write, I was very inspired to hear Shobha Ma'am
say there is no right or wrong way to effective writing. All one needs to do is
to write what comes to their mind. And by doing so, sooner than later, all
the ideas would start falling in place, giving it the shape of a beautiful writeup. I loved the friendly and loving way Shobha Ma'am interacted with us
and patiently heard everything we had to say. The way she encouraged all
of us to keep writing was inspirational too. It was quite late in the night for
her, being in California, but that didn't stop her from participating with
every kid present in the forum. For me, it was a session I will remember for a
very long time. Every time I feel stuck while writing, I will recall Shobha
Ma’am’s tip to never give up and keep penning down my ideas.

Before I got this book in my hands, I had no
idea about Raja Ravi Varma ..... Overall, one of
the best picture books I read this year. I hope
smian
every child gets a chance to read this book
Booko
- Arnav Prasanna, 10, Bangalore

Let me be honest…

…before I got this book in my hands, I had no idea about Raja Ravi Varma or his
paintings. Two years back, I had been to Fort St George, Chennai and my parents
had shown me one of his paintings at the museum but I didn’t pay much attention to
it as I was more interested in the snack shop! Thanks to this book , I learnt about his
achievements and how important his contribution was to art. It also saddened me to
read that in those days children were forced to get married early, giving them more
responsibilities.
My favourite part was reading about Raja Ravi Varma's printing press, an amazing
idea to bring art to everyone and not just rich people who could afford them. It is sad
that the press burned down but I loved that it didn’t stop him from continuing to
paint.
Not many people know that his style of painting gods and goddesses looking like
normal people was the inspiration behind many great ideas like Amar Chitra Katha
and Dadasaheb Phalke’s film posters.
I love the writing style of the book which was simple and interesting. The fun facts
were the best part. The illustrations are also beautifully done and overall, one of the
best picture books I read this year. I hope every child gets a chance to read this book
and know about our great artist Raja Ravi Verma.
The author has dedicated this book to her mother Lily who wished the former would
"become a painter, a potter and a poet - all three. " I asked the author herself, Shobha
Ma'am if she was able to achieve these dreams? I loved her answer- "I have done
some pottery when my kids were little. I have painted many oil paintings of India for
my own home, not for public consumption! Poetry was something I was always
interested in and yes , a lot of my children’s books are actually written in verse. This
dedication was also to tease my mother a little because whatever I would do, my
mother would say, “Oh, but I thought you would do that!” I wanted to dedicate the
book to her but also suggest to her that, “You wanted me to do everything mumma,
but see here, I have tried to do something.”
What I enjoyed most was Shobha ma’am’s sweet and kind nature. We children asked
so many questions and it was so late for her but still she answered them all nicely. I
also liked listening to other children who asked very interesting questions. It was a
great experience to interact with an author and I hope we will get more such
opportunities from Bookosmia.

It was a real page turner and I
finished it in one sitting. I went
through lot of emotions reading it.
Thank you to Shobha ma’am for Bookosmian
gifting us such a treasure!
- Navoneer Bhattacharyya , 10, Kolkata

When I received the book…
…I was impressed by its vibrant colours and eye-catching pictures. The striking
cover page with Raja Ravi Varma’s image is remarkable. Not to miss the remark by
the author Manu Pillai.
I liked the creative idea of replacing the small i with a paintbrush. The lovely
illustrations and beautiful narration bring magic and made the book
unputdownable.
The story is narrated by a girl in first person as she explores Raja Ravi Varma’s life
with her mother. So the fun trivia by the little girl made me feel as if I am the one
discovering them. The thing I liked the best is the 'more cool facts ' section about
Raja Ravi Varma. It gives a lot of information about him.
Given that it is a biography of a renowned painter, I expected it to be a bit serious
but surprisingly it was a real page turner and I finished it in one sitting. I went
through lot of emotions reading it. I felt proud of Raja Ravi Verma's many
achievements. He is really the stalwart of our art.
I felt happy to know that he started the lithography press to make copies of his own
paintings so that anyone can afford to buy them and worship the gods in them. I
also felt sad to know that the printing press got burnt. What a great loss!
What struck me was that perhaps Raja Ravi Varma used the real life models to make
the portraits of Gods and Goddesses so that people start believing that they are
very close to us.
Thank you to Shobha ma’am for gifting us such a treasure!
I will explore whether Raja Ravi Verma drew only one painting of Shakuntala or is
it a series. I read that Shobha Ma'am may write a book on the great artist -writer
Abonindranath Tagore and that would be great as his brother Gaganendranath
Tagore and him both were artists who established Bengal school of art.

I felt the narrative made the book very
unique. I was really curious about the
little girl narrator.
This was my first experience of talking Bookosmian
to an author and I will cherish it for a
long time.
- Seeyona Guha ,10 Hyderabad

By far…
…this is one of the most colorful books I have ever read! I loved the illustrations, the
colored pages and how the story has been narrated through the eyes of an eight-yearold girl in a very interesting way.
One thing that really caught my attention was reading about the thoughts and
opinions of the little girl narrator because as the main story of Raja Ravi Varma
unfolded, I could relate to her thoughts a lot and some of those really made me laugh
too. I felt the narrative made the book very unique. I was really curious about the little
girl narrator. Since the author Shobha Ma'am mentioned she had seen Raja Ravi
Varma's paintings when she was very young, I wanted to know if the author also had
the same thoughts and opinions back then as the little girl in the book , or did these
come to her mind now while writing this book?
It was interesting to know the author’s views on my question. She shared that in those
days as a young child, although she had seen his artwork, she had not heard or got
much information about the artist. Most of the thoughts in the book occurred to her
now while writing it for children like us. Knowing this I feel fortunate that we, as
today’s children, can now know about Raja Ravi Varma through this lovely book as
well and have easy access to information if we want to find out more.
Since it was an opportunity for children to share thoughts and ask questions about the
book, I enjoyed listening to everyone. I am thankful that on my request the author
recommended names of few more Indian artists like Abanindranath Thakur (artist
brother of Rabindranath Thakur) and Jamini Roy. I look forward to reading and
knowing more about them and maybe seeing some of their artworks during my next
visit to Kolkata during holidays.
What I enjoyed most were the parts where the author shared her childhood
experiences like how seeing lithographic prints of Raja Ravi Varma’s artwork and
other paintings at her grandparents’ place in Kerala would set off story telling sessions
at home, and so on.
I would like to thank Bookosmia for giving me this great opportunity to interact with
author Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan. This was my first experience of talking to an
author and I will cherish it for a long time.

Of the many books I have read this year, Prince with
a Paintbrush was an easy yet exciting read!
smian
I felt the little girl in the book was a lot like Booko
me...Waiting to see her find out about more such
artists !
- Aadya Mishra Rao, 8, Bangalore

I love reading books…
…and sometimes even get into trouble with my parents for doing so
continuously. Of the many books I have read this year, Prince with a
Paintbrush was an easy and exciting read! It seemed to get my family also
excited as they had known a little bit about the painter Raja Ravi Varma.
When I was younger, my parents had taken me to see the Mysore Palace and
it seems there are paintings of Raja Ravi Varma there. Now I am curious to
know how they reached there- did Raja Ravi Varma actually come down
there and paint it for the royal family? Once the pandemic is over, I will
certainly make a trip to Mysore to see the paintings again.
Throughout the book, there is a little girl who is learning more about Raja
Ravi Varma . I felt she was a lot like me and while reading, I would often
pause to think if her reactions were similar to mine. More often than not,
they were! For example, the book says that Raja Ravi Varma would wake up
early and practice his art through the day and meet his family by evening. It
made me think about other people in his household who must have helped
with household chores and looking after the kids. I was very relieved to see
that was something the little girl in the book noticed too.
I really enjoyed listening to the author, Shobha Ma'am herself. She was so
patient and thorough in her responses! I think she must have used these
qualities in finding out more about Raja Ravi Varma as well. I asked her
about it and she shared with us how elaborate and detailed the research has
to be, especially since he lived in a time when laptops were not there to save
information and internet to share it with others. To get information about
this book , she spoke with many people and also the Raja Ravi Varma
Foundation.
Questions from other kids and Shobha Ma'am’s answers to them were also
very good . It is interesting to see that we all read the same book but had
different questions on it and hence after the session we knew so much more
about him. Waiting to see the little girl find out about more such artists !

"I can feel it becoming a distinct and
interesting part of my life, as where I
reside currently , we don’t learn much
about Indian art."

smian
Booko

- Pearl Doshi, 11, Sharjah

When I got the news from Sara,
… that I am going to interview ‘THE’ Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan, I was really
excited!
The day finally came when I got to interview Shobha Ma’am on her justreleased book Prince with A Paintbrush. It is the story of Raja Ravi Varma
and how he made his entry into the world of art. The interview with Shobha
Ma’am was very interesting and informative. I got so curious after the
interview that I sat for hours reading about Indian art.
Indian art helped me to look at the world from a different perspective. I can
feel it becoming a distinct and interesting part of my life, as where I reside
currently , we don’t learn much about Indian art, though we certainly do
learn about India. This was a one-of-a-kind experience and I look forward
to such interviews.
Listening to the engaging conversation , I wondered when Shobha Ma'am
first realized she wanted to be a writer and what pushed or inspired her to
go ahead to do so.
She also spoke about the extensive research which went into the book and
it made me think about how difficult it must have been to decide what to
keep in and what to leave out when it comes to documenting the life of a
legend.

I loved the book a lot especially the
illustrations and speech bubbles. The
little girl speaking throughout the book
was very relatable and cute .

smian
Booko

- Vedika Sriram, 9, Bangalore

I loved the book a lot…
… especially the illustrations and speech bubbles. The little girl
speaking throughout the book was very relatable and cute .
While reading the book, I noticed it had many paintings of women done
by Raja Ravi Varma like the Kerala Royal Lady, Madri (Maharashtrian
Lady with Fruit), Malabar lady and many more. It made me wonder if
Raja Ravi Varma painted only women in the beginning. It was so good
to get my query clarified by the author, Shobha Ma'am herself. She
suggested that may be he painted women more because he found them
beautiful but he certainly painted other subjects as well like Bishop
Geevarghese and the paintings of kings and gods.
I enjoyed the questions by the other kids and Shobha Ma'ams answers. I
was delighted with the overall experience of being able to talk to an
author.
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